
 
 

CIRCLE OF FRIENDS 

 
JULY 2022  260TH EDITION 

 
From the Director . . . 

 

I'd like to start by thanking everyone for their patience as we 

moved some friends up to their new rooms and got the summer 

camp program up and running.   I know change can be a 

challenge for our little friends (and their parents sometimes) and 

I think everyone is settling in great in their new rooms and roles.  

We've had decent weather and Water Days are always a treat 

in the summer for the Older Toddlers and Preschoolers/Pre-K.  

The Infants are doing their best to get outside and enjoy the 

warm weather, as are the Young Toddlers.  

 

As we near the end of July, I will again be sending home new Agreement forms 

& Emergency Contact forms to complete. Please complete these forms and 

return them to the office no later than August 12th, 2022.  With another move 

up/transition, we require new paperwork.  In some cases, your tuition may go 

down but some room transitions do not obtain a lower rate.  If you have 

questions about the rates, please let me know. I thank you in advance for 

completing this is a timely manner as it gets busy again at the end of summer.  

 

Move -up day will be August 22nd this year.  Your child's teacher will let you 

know if your child is or is not moving up on that date.  If your child is in the Older 

Toddler room, they must be potty trained in order to move to the Preschool 

room.  Please talk to myself or Miss Debbie if you have concerns about this, 

especially if your child is intended to move up at the end of August. Your child 

will also be transitioning to their new room during the rest of summer. 

Transitioning includes visiting and participating in activities in their upcoming 



classroom to help familiarize the children with the teachers, the activities, and 

the rules and expectations to come.   

 

PAYMENT REMINDERS: 

 Payments are due on Friday for the following week of care. 

 If you have children in  both programs (COF and S.U.M.mer Camp) you 

must write separate checks.  All checks should be made out to SUMC OR 

Shiremanstown UMC, then please write either COF or SUMMER CAMP in 

the memo line.   

 

Announcing an Exciting New Book: Cheetah Fast by Savannah Lehman  

 

One of our very own moms, Savannah Lehman, recently wrote a children's book 

that we wanted to mention to our COF families.  It was inspired by her boys, 

Carter (age 6-Summer Camp) and Austin (Age 4- Pre-school).  The story is about 

a young boy who wants to run as fast as a cheetah.  After attempting several 

suggestions from his family members, he learns that the way to succeed is not by 

going overboard with one thing, but rather by doing a mix of things and finding 

balance.  We think it it's a fun, family-friendly story everyone can enjoy.  The 

book is available in hardcover ($19.99) and paperback ($14.99) on her personal 

website: https://storiesbysavvy.com and also on Amazon / Barnes & Noble.  If 

you're interested in picking up a copy, Savannah wanted to offer COF families a 

20% discount to use on her website- just enter the code COF20 at checkout;  

select Local Pickup, and it will be delivered to your kiddos' cubby at COF!  

 

Savannah will also be doing a book signing event at Barnes & Noble in Camp 

Hill on Saturday, July 23rd from 2:00-4:00 and she'd be happy to see some 

familiar faces and share the book with you all.   

 

MANNERS MATTER 

07/04/22 - Men and Boys- Hats off inside buildings, for prayer,  

                                                     Pledge & Nat'l Anthem, and funerals   

07/11/22 - Congratulating a Classmate  

07/18/22 - Surprise others by performing random acts of kindness  

07/25/22 - Be positive and enjoy life  

 

THEMES:                 Staff Birthday 

 Western Week        

 Construction and Trucks               

 Fun at the Beach                  

 Ocean Animals  

       



   Special Events:  Mark your calendars!! 
June 30th - Independence Day parade at 3:00pm  

July 4th - CLOSED for Independence Day 

July 23rd - Cheetah Fast book signing at Barnes & Noble 2:00-4:00 

September 5th - CLOSED for Labor Day 

October 10th- Columbus Day- **Reminder** this is now a scheduled CLOSURE for 

the center as it is now an In-Service day for our staff.  

 

 
MISS KAREN AND MISS JILL’S 
INFANTS  
  

 Welcome summer and all the fun it brings out! We 

wished Georgia happy birthday last month. There are now 3 

one year olds in the room and they do a great job of keeping their younger 

friends entertained. We try to play as a group often because they all like to be 

free to move around. We have walkers, crawlers, cruisers, climbers, sitters and 

bouncers. Sometimes everything at once!! We change out the items we are 

playing with as soon as we see lack of interest. We have been taking inside and 

outside walks depending on the weather.  As long as they're going in the stroller 

no one seems to have a preference where we go.  

 

 Let's talk lunches. Please try to vary your child's lunch day to day. It is so 

important to expose children to many, many foods while they are young. Please 

keep things in bite sized pieces and fairly soft. With so many of our friends 

teething now it helps them eat a little more. They still get hungry but sometimes 

they just need a food that's almost a puree to get past the pain. Don't be afraid 

to try the fruits and veggies that are coming into season. 

 

 Books and a regular reading time are very 

important at this age. Please read and then read some 

more to your child this summer. It helps to build your 

child's vocabulary and encourages sitting still to look at 

pictures for a few moments! Just narrating as you do 

your normal routine each day also helps with stretching 

vocabulary. Singing helps too as it quickly grabs their 

attention! Face to face play is good because they can 

watch your mouth as you say all these wonderful 

words. Try extra hard not to repeat a word back to 

them the  



way they say it. This is very confusing to children because they think they are 

saying the word the way you did! Some kids try to say many words almost right 

away and some seem to take a much longer time. Don't stop talking though. 

These kids are hearing everything and will talk when they feel comfortable 

enough to try! 

 

Just a quick reminder to label everything you bring into the room. This is 

especially important with new babies in the room. 

 

Have a fun month! 

 

 

  

   

 
MISS AMY AND MISS SARAH’S 
YOUNG TODDLERS  
 

 

Hello parents! 

 

We have one month of summer under our belts! Miss Sarah has been fitting into 

our classroom so nicely and everyone has been so welcoming! We thank you all 

for that! Our newest friends, Kayleigh and Levi, have been falling into our Young 

Toddler groove as well. Our older friends are making sure they are learning the 

lay of the land (that can be beneficial... or a little unhelpful if they're showing 

them how to move the kitchen or army crawl under the tables). I'm sure we can 

all agree that our room is never boring! 

 

This month we will be busy learning about the wild west, construction and trucks, 

fun at the beach, and ocean animals. These are always fun weeks to plan and 

the kids always have a blast. July also has the Fourth of July. We will be having 

our annual parade on THURSDAY, JUNE 30th at 3:00pm. It is just a quick "parade" 

around the block. Our kiddos will have some gear to sport during the parade, 

but please have them dressed in red, white, and/or blue that day. Parents and 

family members are welcome to watch or join in in the parade if they would like. 

If you plan on taking your child home after, please make sure to sign them out 

with their teacher. Thank you! 

 

As mentioned in the last newsletter, we will be pausing our Star of the Month for 

the summer and starting it back up again in September. As always, if you have 



any questions, comments, or concerns, please do not hesitant to talk to Miss 

Amy or Miss Sarah. AND DON'T FORGET TO CHECK YOUR BLUE FOLDERS IN THE 

HALL! 

 

Thank you and we hope you all enjoy the rest of your summer and any 

vacations you may have! 

  

  

  

 

 

 

MISS DEBBIE AND MISS KYLEE’S  
OLDER TODDLERS 

 

Focuses 

Blue 

Review shapes 

Follow 3-step directions 

Walk on a line/balance beam 

Unbutton front buttons 

Showing patience 

Taking turns 

Bible stories with water 

 

 We hope everyone is having a great summer!  We have all adjusted to 

our new class and Miss Kylee has jumped right into our summer routine.  You will 

be seeing Miss Alyssa in our classroom in the mornings for the next few weeks.  

Miss Kylee got the opportunity to participate in an internship for her schooling.  

But she will be back in the afternoons to be with us.  

 We had our first water day and most of the kids really liked getting wet in 

the sprinkler. There was a couple who weren’t too sure about it yet.  Hopefully 

the weather will cooperate on Thursdays so we can enjoy some more water 

play.  Please be sure that all of your child’s water day items are labeled, along 

with their bag.  This will save a lot of confusion at changing time.  Thanks for your 

help. 

 This month we will be painting fireworks, 

playing with construction trucks in the sand 

box, pretending to be cowboys and making 

ocean animals, along with a lot of other fun 

activities.  Please remember to read your 



child’s daily paper for any items they may need for our activities.  During the 

summer we will not have show and tell every Friday.  If we are having it, you will 

see it on our weekly calendar that is on the bulletin board outside of our 

classroom. 

 Our star of the month is Hope.  Hope’s favorite color is blue and she likes 

tigers.  At circle time she likes to sing Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star.  She told us she 

watches Thomas the Train and Frosty the Snowman at home.  Hope’s favorite 

things to eat are mac and cheese, carrots and peas, blueberries and 

marshmallows.  

 

     Enjoy your Summer!!!     
 

 

 

MISS SHELLI’S PRESCHOOL 

Focuses 

Mental – Reviewing letters A-M / color 

review / rectangle and star review 

Physical – Throwing toward a target / clapping 

patterns 

Emotional – Dealing with frightening things  

Social – Conversation skills 

Spiritual – The door to Heaven / Gideon / Samson / Solomon 

 

 Happy July! I hope that your summer is going well so far.  

 Our class has been enjoying all the time that we are able to 

spend outside, during this time of year.  

 Thank you to everyone for helping their child prepare for water day each 

Friday. If it is raining, your child should still be prepared for water day, just in case  

it is still possible to be outside. 

 We will be participating in another special 

activity this month, along with out weekly water 

days! This will occur on Thursday, July 7th.  On 

that day, everyone is invited to come in dressed 

as a cowboy/ cowgirl. We will be listening and 

dancing to country and western music, during 

our preschool hoedown! Please have your child 

wear sneakers with their special outfit.  

 We will also be celebrating Christmas in 



July, during some of our afternoon video time. If your child has any Christmas 

DVDs that they would like to bring in to share, that would be great. As a 

reminder, please make sure that all of DVDs are either rated G or are preschool 

appropriate. 

 As of June, we have finished with our preschool star of the month. This 

month I have decided to make everyone the star, by asking them one question. 

Their question was “What is your favorite activity that we have done is our 

preschool classroom. Here are their answers: Owen- Singing Baa Baa Black 

Sheep! Grayson A. –Watching the Magic School Bus DVDs! Austin- The 

playground! Caleb- Eating cookies on the playground! Grayson C. – The 

Halloween party! Elliot-Fairytale and Nursery Rhyme dress up day! Brynlee- The 

Halloween party! Cason- The Easter egg hunt! Vivian- Playing BINGO outside! 

Easton- Running on the playground! I’m glad that everyone enjoyed the time 

that they have spent in the preschool classroom!!!!!!!!!! 

 In closing I would like to thank all of the Bible school volunteers, who 

helped make this year very enjoyable for each of the children who participated. 

Our class had a great time learning science, hearing stories, playing some fun 

games, and doing crafts. The children also enjoyed the snacks! Thank you! 

   Have a great month! 
 

  

  
MISS CATHY’S  
PRE-KINDERGARTEN 
 

 

    It’s summer – can you believe it!  Time for water days, 

playground fun, even a 

yoga class! 

     Thank you to the church members and other 

volunteers for starting our summer off with a 

very successful Vacation Bible School. The 

“food truck” theme was fun and interesting to 

the children. They loved singing songs, playing 

games, and participating in science 

experiments and crafts. The aprons were a big 

hit! 

     Water days are starting. Please refer to your 

information sheet so that your child is prepared 

each Friday, weather permitting. Remember, 



we often eat lunch at the park, so be sure your child has a drink, napkin, etc.  – 

and no heat-ups!  

     We have a July birthday! Cayla’s special day is the 25th. Happy birthday, 

friend! 

     A reminder: girls wearing dresses or skirts must wear shorts or leggings 

underneath, for modesty.  For safety reasons, children wearing long, loose 

“flowy” skirts may not be allowed on some outdoor play equipment. Please 

keep this in mind when choosing an outfit for the day! And, as always, sneakers 

should be worn. 

     We are getting close to kindergarten! Here are some fun ways to enhance 

language skills utilizing environmental print. When you are out and about, have 

your child “read” fast food signs, highway signs and symbols, favorite stores’ 

signs and logos, even your street sign. While at home, your child can figure out 

what flavor of juice or ice cream is being served by looking for clues on the 

packaging. Some children may also like to guess how to care for their own 

favorite clothing by looking at the universal fabric care symbols on the label. 

Can my favorite shirt go in the dryer? Yes! These activities, and others like them, 

foster language and literacy development, a PA Learning Standard for Early 

Childhood. 

     Have fun this summer! Go out and look for fireflies as a family, chalk beautiful 

drawings on the sidewalk and have a picnic right in your own backyard. 

Celebrate the season! 

                                                Until next time, Miss Cathy 

 
 


