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Just a couple reminders to start us off: 

1. We have reminded the kiddos as well, but now it is time to remind the parents! 

While at the center, your children need to be supervised at all times. When they 

are in our care, they may not leave us until they are signed out. That being said, 

once they are signed out, they must be under your watchful eye the whole time. 

They may not go out into the hallway to get their belongings until you are out 

there with them. Furthermore, once you enter their classroom or the gym, please 

sign them out right away, even if you are letting them play for a few more 

moments. There has been some confusion with kiddos with who is in charge of 

them at that time. This will make everything simpler and our children safer! 

 

2. Make sure to label everything you bring into the center and to make sure you 

don't leave anything behind (especially if you're stopping in the lobby for a 

bathroom break). We have accumulated quite a collection in our lost and 

found that we have displayed rather nicely for you in the lobby. Next to the New 

Hope Ministries donations there is a cart and coat rack that we have put 

everything on. Please make sure to check it out because after Friday, February 

21st they will be donated to Community Aid. Thank you! 

 

During the week of 2/24-2/28 yo  u will be asked to stop by the gym at pickup 

time to review your child's file. This is a mandatory requirement that the 

Department of Human Resources asks us to do every 6 months.  This is a time to 

update your phone numbers, addresses, work info,, health ins. info., and who is 

permitted to pick up your child.  If all this has been updated as it changed then 

all you will have to do is sign your name and date the form.  

 



I know it is only February but we are starting to work on our summer camp 

program. This program is for children that have completed kindergarten through 

6th grade. If you know someone interested please have them give me a call or 

email me at kshipman@sumc.info. I would be happy to send information out to 

them. I already have a few new families interested and waiting to enroll, so if 

you are a returning camper please make sure to return all the completed 

paperwork, as well as making sure your balance is good. 

  

 

MANNERS MATTER 

02/03/20 - If you need to leave the table, ask to be excused. 

02/10/20 - No matter the circumstances, always be honest  

02/17/20 - Do not talk with your mouth full. 

02/24/20 - Respect other people's comments, opinions and ideas. 

 

THEMES:                 Staff Birthday 

 Healthy Habits         2/23 - Miss Alyssa 

 Valentine's Day               

 Transportation               

 A Seuss Celebration 

 

 

Special Events:  Mark your calendars!! 
 February 17th - Circle of Friends will be closed for an in-service day. 

 February 24th-28th - Update your child's file. 

 March 2nd - Open enrollment for S.U.M.mer Camp. 

 
MISS KAREN AND MISS JILL’S INFANTS  
   

 Happy Valentine's Day to all of you!  It's wonderful to 

think about the ones we love and how to make them happy. 

While the infants don't worry about gifts, they do try hard to 

please the adults in their lives at a very early age.  They can 

also recognize  when those adults aren't happy.  This is a 

good time to decide what your discipline plan is going to be, 

so you can be consistent.  Consistency is very important for 

every child.  If the rules keep changing, or there are no rules, children never 

learn what acceptable behavior is and what is expected of them.  This leads to 

the "who's really in charge" syndrome!  We will be doing a Valentine exchange 

on Friday, February 14.  Please send the Valentine's in that morning and we will 



pass them out for you.  This is a cute way to remember all your child's first friends.  

You can even make them into a simple book by placing each one on a piece 

of cardboard and covering it with clear contact paper.  You can use yarn to 

bind it together.  Also, please dress your child in red that day for a class picture.  

With the cold weather, we aren't going outside for walks, but we do try to get 

out on indoor walks around the building as much as possible.  We let the one 

year olds get out of the strollers in the gym to play with push toys.  Everyone 

enjoys doing different art and sensory activities. We color, paint, 

make prints with different things, and glue.  Keep an eye out for 

new art to be put up on our bulletin board in our room and also in 

the hall above their hooks.  Lunch is a busy time in our room now 

that everyone is eating baby food and/or table food.  For the younger ones, 

give them some of the food off of your plate at meal times so they can practice 

picking it up and feeding themselves.  Also, give them a sippy cup with a little bit 

of water in it( you may have to take the stopper out of it for them to understand 

what to do with it).  Almost everyone is on the move in our room, and they are 

very busy exploring everything and trying out new skills such as climbing.  Be sure 

to keep their play environment safe.  Make sure there isn't anything that they 

could pull over on themselves or grab onto that would break.  Keep bathroom 

doors shut, and keep all small objects out of their reach.  If you ever have any 

questions or concerns about your child Miss Karen and I are always glad to help 

in any way we can! 

 
MISS PENNY’S YOUNG TODDLERS  

 Hello Parents! I feel like January has been a very 

long month and I can’t wait to get to February! I hope 

everyone is staying warm!! 

In February our young toddlers will be doing several fun 

things, with lessons to include Valentine’s Day, 

Transportation, Healthy Habits and one of my personal favorites…Dr. Seuss!! (We 

Might even get a chance to try some real green eggs and ham!!!) 

Some things I wanted to inform my parents of are some of the things we are 

trying to do in class to prepare your child for not only the next room but growing 

up in general. It is crucial to a child’s development that things that are 

happening at school also be done at home and vice versa! 

We are starting to practice taking our sheets off our mats at the end of nap time 

and putting it away with our blankets. If it is possible let your children practice 

this new skill at home with his/her crib mattress. Also we are going to be almost 



strictly Dixie cups during both snack times. Help your child practice this by 

allowing them to use a lid-less cup during meal times at home. Yes spills happen 

but they WANT to learn and impress you so you may be surprised by how quickly 

it becomes an everyday task. If you have things you are working on with your 

child at home that you would like to see us do here at school please write me a 

note or stop me to speak. I’m always looking for new things to teach the 

children! This group of kiddos keeps me on my toes but they are all very smart 

and so it doesn’t take long for boredom to set in here. 

As always remember to LABEL EVERYTHING!!!!!!! If your name isn’t on something 

and it goes home with someone else I can never get it back for you. 

The star of the Month for February is Brynlee! Brynlee is a Twin as most of us know. 

Her personality is incredibly unique though. She follows in NOONE'S footsteps. 

She is feisty and fun, always with a smile on her face. She may be little but she is 

Fierce! 

I hope everyone stays warm and as always thank you all for trusting me with  

your amazing child!! 

Miss Penny 

 
MISS DEBBIE AND MISS JENNIE’S  
OLDER TODDLERS 

Focuses 

Pink 

Heart 

Grouping similar objects together 

Kicking a ball 

Rotation skills 

How to show Love to each other 

Using words to talk to friends 

Showing Love towards God 

 

  Happy February, love is in the air!! This month we’ll focus on how we show 

Love to our friends, family and God. We will be exchanging Valentines with our 

class, we will send home a list of all our friends names and details soon. February 

will be a fun month for our class with lessons on making healthy habits as we 

grow up to become even  bigger kids, transportation which is always fun when 

they get to sit on the big yellow school bus and we will celebrate Dr. Seuss week 

with some fun experiments.  We say this only for the benefits of our kiddos but we 



hope we get some more snow so they can get outside to play!!! If we do get 

some snow please be sure to send in their snow suit, boots, hats and snow 

gloves. Please be sure they are all LABELED! 

 Our friend of the month is Ava. Ava has two older brothers 

that are in our after school program. Ava told us her favorite color 

is Blue and she likes to sing the ABC song at circle time. Her 

favorite show to watch is Minnie mouse and she likes the movie 

Frozen. When she’s at home she likes to play with her stuffed kitty 

cat and Barbies. Ava told us that her two favorite things to eat are 

pretzels and cheese sticks! 

 Reminders: please be sure to check your child’s daily paper to see if we 

need any items brought in or have a special note about something we are 

doing with the class. Please be sure to go back through and label any lunch 

containers, cups, utensils and any nap items that may have lost the label, thank 

you! 

 

     Have a great month and Happy Valentine’s Day! 

 
MISS SHELLI’S PRESCHOOL 
 

Focuses 

Mental – Letters M, N, and O/ color pink / number 6 / 

heart shape 

Physical- Jumping over low objects / cutting without 

lines to follow 

Emotional-Dealing with things that make us sad  

Social- Sharing with others 

Spiritual- Jesus’ helpers / Jesus stills the storm / Jesus feeds the thousands / 

miracle at the Sea of Galilee 

  

 Happy February! I hope that the new year is going well for you so far. 

 Our class’s started out well with our annual farm show fieldtrip! I would like 

to say thank you to Miss Kelly, Mr. Baer, and all of the parent chaperones who 

helped make this year’s trip another fun one. The children really enjoyed seeing 

all of the animals. They were especially happy to find their friends Shaun the 

Sheep and Wilbur the pig.  

 I think that we are finally back to our normal classroom schedule, for the 

most part, which means both show and tell and bike days are back. Show and 

tell did resume last month, and we will hopefully be able to resume bike day this 

month, if the weather cooperates with us. 

 We will have some special days to look forward to this month! On Friday, 

February 14th, we will be having our Valentine’s Day card exchange and treat 



party. Everyone is invited to bring in a card for each of their classroom friends. A 

list will be going home with the children’s names listed. There will also be a treat 

party sign-up sheet posted, for anyone who would like to donate an item for 

that days afternoon snack party! 

 Tuesday, February 25th will be our class’s annual Mardi 

Gras party! We will spend the day making crowns, masks and 

beaded necklaces. We will also be enjoying a special Mardi Gras 

treat for snack. Everyone is invited to wear purple, green and 

yellow/gold clothing on that day!  

 Last but not least we will be having our annual Dr. Seuss birthday luncheon 

on Friday, February 28th.  After Valentine’s Day there will be a sign-up sheet 

posted for those families who would like to contribute an item for the Dr. Seuss 

luncheon. Your child will not need to bring another lunch on that day. 

 Our February star of the month is Piper! Piper’s favorite color is purple and 

she likes to eat carrots! She enjoys singing “Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer”. 

She likes to listen to all of the books that her mother reads to her. Piper’s favorite 

activity is playing with cars. She would like to say “I love you” to her big sister 

Penny! 

 

.     Have a great month! 

 MISS CATHY’S PRE-KINDERGARTEN 
      Winter greetings from the PreK room! As I write this, we 

recently had our real first snowstorm of the season. It was 

absolutely beautiful ( almost made up for the fact that it 

took me 1 ½ hours to get home !) and our class had fun 

watching squirrels playing in the snow. 

   Thank you to the parents that chaperoned our field trip 

to the Farm Show. We saw and did a lot in our time there! 

My goal was to stress to the children that farms are not 

always animal-based. We saw gorgeous Christmas trees, 

beautiful vegetables, and we saw a display about maple syrup production now 

and long ago. Of course, we still saw dozens of animals! We were able to pet 

rabbits and horses, and were “gobbled” at by a noisy turkey! 

   Please be on the look-out for several sign-up sheets to come: Valentine’s Day 

party, St. Patrick’s Day, Dr. Seuss luncheon, etc.  Also, Parent/Teacher 

conferences will be held in March. If one of the posted dates/times does not fit 

your schedule, let me know and we will make other plans. 

   Our classroom themes for February include Healthy Habits, Valentine’s Day, 

Transportation, and A Seuss Celebration. Our Valentine’s Day party and 

valentine exchange will be on the 14th. 

   We continue to work on self-help skills as kindergarten approaches ever 

nearer.  As adults, we tend to automatically perform tasks for children, such as 

tying their shoe or setting out a snack. Asking for help is an important skill to 



learn! Children who are comfortable with and capable of asking for help in 

familiar situations (home, grandparents, etc.) also become proficient at asking 

for help at school, the library, and from adults who lead after-school activities. 

Try waiting until your child asks (politely, of course!) before you automatically 

give a second helping at dinner or turn to their favorite tv station. Asking for help 

when needed is a PA Learning Standard for Early Childhood. 

   A reminder: if you are bringing your child in later than usual, and the lunch cart 

has been removed from the hallway, you will need to take your child’s lunchbox 

to the kitchen. Please be sure to place it on the correct shelf in the refrigerator. 

Each class name is clearly labeled; if the shelf  seems full, go ahead and move 

lunchboxes already in place over a bit to fit your child’s in. We have 

been having issues of late with seemingly missing lunches turning up 

in other classrooms. Thank you for your attention to this matter ! 

   We have a February birthday! June’s special day is the 2nd. Happy 

birthday, friend! 

    Have a wonderful month, everyone. Happy Valentine’s Day, and 

Punxatawney Phil, please make spring arrive SOON!!  

                                                                             Until next time, Miss Cathy 

 
MISS KELLY’S AFTER-
KINDERGARTEN 
 Can you believe we’re over halfway through 

kindergarten?  As the kids celebrate their 100th day of school 

this month, I’m so happy to have had this time with them as well, and a few 

more months to go until summer.  Speaking of summer, if you are interested in 

your child being part of our S.U.M.mer Camp program, please let me know as 

soon as possible.  Spaces are reserved for children returning to camp, but 

children that are new to our after-school program will be accepted on a first 

come-first serve basis.  Please feel free to check out http://sumc.info/s-u-m-mer-

camp/ for more information. 

 We’ve completed group 1 of our 100 words to learn before first grade and 

are ready to move on to group 2.  Here is group 2: 

 

am jump play 

down me ran 

fast my run 

have off up 

I on  

in out  

 

  Keep up the great work and keep on learning!!! 

http://sumc.info/s-u-m-mer-camp/
http://sumc.info/s-u-m-mer-camp/

