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From the Director . . . 

 

I would like to thank all of you that were able to attend to our Christmas 

program. It was wonderful seeing all of you here for such a great performance 

from the children. They all practiced so hard for the last month to get it just 

perfect and they did. I enjoy seeing the faces of the little ones every year when 

they come up to Santa to get their gift. It amazes me to see how much they 

change from year to year with him. 

 

The staff and I would like to thank all of you for your Angel donations.  You have 

shown a tremendous amount of generosity towards our center.  I love having 

the job of delivering the gifts to the classrooms.  It’s like Christmas morning all 

over again for the children when they see all the new toys.  Thanks again.  

 

Miss Shelli headed up the donation drive for the Children’s Home this year and 

she also said the donations were plentiful.  The preschool and prekindergarten 

classes took the gifts to the home on December 20th.  This is a great experience 

for the children at this time of year.  

 

Year end statements will be coming out soon.  Please look in your child's folder 

for yours and place it in a safe place so you have it when you need it.  

 

Lastly, I would like to remind you all once more: please do not leave your cars 

running. It is not just our rule, but the law, and with us so close to the borough 

building, there is a higher chance for you to get caught. So, for the safety of our 

children and in accordance with the law, please turn off your cars. I promise 

your car won't get that much colder with it turned off! Thank you! 

 



MANNERS MATTER 

12/30/19 - Use one hand to eat unless you are cutting.  

01/06/20 - Hold the door for people rather than letting it close on them. 

01/13/20 - Do not lick your fingers. 

01/20/20 - Never cut in line. 

01/27/20 - Do not smack your lips and chew noisily. 

 

THEMES:                 Staff Birthday 

 Farm Week          1/2 - Miss Carol 

 Wonderful Winter       1/3 - Miss Karen 

 My Five Senses                  1/27 - Miss Debbie   

 Ground Hog Day/Woodland Animals 

  

 Special Events:  Mark your calendars!! 

January 7th - Preschool and Prekindergarten will be going to the PA State Farm 

Show. 

February 17th - Circle of Friends will be closed for an in-service day. 

 
MISS KAREN AND MISS JILL’S INFANTS  
   

 We hope Santa was good to you and yours!  Miss Jill 

and I are very thankful for everyone that made a donation to 

the room from the Angel Tree.  

It's very exciting to watch all the curious faces when 

something new is spotted mixed in with the toys!  We love to 

see all the new skills that develop 

when new things are investigated.  Thank you, thank you! 

    A new year is a good time to look forward and anticipate things to come.  We 

now have three one year olds, Happy Birthday Rosalie, and three  

nine month olds.  We will be focusing more time on toddler skills such as stopping 

briefly when told "no", following one word direction, and spending  

more time trying on their own before an adult helps.  We will be adding more 

songs and finger plays to circle time along with the books.  The focused 

activity time will also gain a few minutes.  Have you noticed how fussy your child 

gets as they struggle to learn something new?  Try not to take away  

the learning time by helping too soon or doing it yourself so the fussing will stop.  

We want children to develop and learn new skills and this takes real  



work!  Each new thing learned is built upon what they have already mastered.  If 

a child gets into the habit of thinking we will do everything for them 

we are defeating the chance for them to happily learn and grow.  This means 

children need the chance to get loud, make messes and experiment over 

and over and over again.  As the adults, we must facilitate situations where they 

can do so.  This young age is when children begin to find confidence in  

themselves and this is truly one of the most important steps they will take toward 

being a healthy and productive learner.  Break out of your comfort zone  

so you and your child can both have some fun!! 

    All our friends had a great time playing with wrapping 

paper and boxes, Christmas themed toys and hats.  Thank you 

to all the teachers that put the  

program together. The children all did a wonderful job!  Thanks 

to all you parents for being here too.   

    Miss Jill and I encourage you to take your child to the Farm 

Show.  The children are so amazed by the animals and all the activities.  Since 

it's usually 

cold in January, it's good to get to a few indoor events to add to your child's 

experiences. And don't miss all the delicious food!! 

    Have a happy and healthy 2020.  Wow, 2020! 

 
MISS PENNY’S YOUNG TODDLERS  
 HAPPY NEW YEAR!!!! 

Welcome to 2020! I hope everyone had a Joyous 

Christmas and was able to spend some quality time with 

family! 

I am hoping to have a great January. We will be starting 

the month getting excited for the farm show and talking 

about farms and farm animals. Later in the month we will cover woodland 

animals and winter as well as a week learning about our 5 senses. We will be 

doing several multi-day art projects so please be patient in seeing them hung up 

on the boards!!!  

As always some reminders for the month: 

 LABEL LABEL LABEL!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! This includes EVERYTHING in your child’s 

lunch, all outdoor gear, and all nap things 

 Take heavy coats and bags for hats and gloves home at the end of every 

week. NO EXCEPTIONS 

 We go outside as long as the “feels like” temperature is AT or ABOVE 29 

degrees. Even if there is snow on the ground—we will put snow suits and 

boots on to take a snowy walk. 



Young Toddler’s Star of the Month for January is Adela! Adela is our 

little diva. She enjoys singing and more than that Dancing to 

music! Adela has 2 older sisters she is keeping u p with at home 

and is a great leader for our younger kiddos. She is always very 

willing to lend a helping hand to me and any other teacher that may be in the 

room. Adela has made amazing progress so far this year getting used to our 

staff and following our classroom schedule/routine.  

Thank you to all my amazing young toddler parents for sharing your amazing 

kiddos with me so far this year. Also, a huge thank you to those of you who 

participated in the Angel Tree program, we are always so grateful for new toys 

and fun things to add to our room. If there is ever anything I can do to improve 

your or your child’s experience here please don’t hesitate to drop a note on my 

counter.  

Have a Safe and Warm January! 

Miss Penny 

 
MISS DEBBIE AND MISS JENNIE’S  
OLDER TODDLERS 
Focuses 

White 

Diamond 

Give full name 

Throwing a ball 

Putting pegs in a pegboard 

Verbalizing emotions 

Following simple directions 

Praising God 

 

 Happy New Year!! We hope that everyone had a wonderful holiday. We 

both want to thank everyone who came to watch our Christmas program and 

for all our yummy cookies. The children spent lots of time practicing songs and 

we had a fun time making our video, we hope you all enjoyed it! We opened 

up our angel tree gifts and the kids are enjoying them, thank you so much for 

the gifts! 

 January will be a little quieter in our room, we hope. We’ll start of the 

month by talking and learning about the farm show. The kids always enjoy 

watching the farm show on TV so we’ll be sure to check it out. During the week 

of winter wonderland we doubt we’ll have snow so we will 

make our own winter wonderland. Who doesn’t love an 

indoor snow ball fight! We will also explore our five senses 

and have a tasting party. There will be a sign- up sheet 



outside our room if you would like to donate to our party.  

 Our friend of the month is Naomi. She told us that her favorite color is 

purple, she likes to play with legos and her favorite song to sing at circle time is 

the frog song. Naomi told us that she likes to eat popsicles, fruit snacks and mac 

and cheese. When Naomi is home she likes to watch Cinderella and Paw Patrol. 

She told us she likes to sing Frosty the Snowman in the car! 

  

REMINDERS: please be sure to check your child’s daily paper.. when we do get 

snow please be sure to send in snow pants, snow boots, heavy jacket and 

heavier gloves… ALL LABELED!!!!!!! 

 

                Happy New Year to you and your family 

 
MISS SHELLI’S PRESCHOOL 
 

Focuses 

Mental – Letters J, K, and L / color blue / number 5 / 

rectangle shape 

Physical-  Jumping several times in a row / stringing 

beads 

Emotional- Dealing with anger and frustration 

Social- Taking turns during games and activities 

Spiritual- Jesus’ birth / Blessings and visitors / Jesus at the temple / John 

 HELLO AND HAPPY NEW YEAR!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

 I hope that everyone had a great holiday season and that January is the 

start of a good year.  

 I would like to start out by thanking everyone (including the children) who 

participated and joined us for our annual Christmas pageant. I hope that all of 

the friends and families who joined us had a very enjoyable time. The children 

and staff all work very hard preparing for that special day, and the children 

were excited to see everyone here. 

 I would also like to thank everyone for their donations to the United 

Methodist Home for Children. Several gift cards were received, along with a lot 

more sheets and pillows than I expected, and that was a good thing! I know 

that both the staff and children there were very grateful for all of the 

contributions. 

 With the holiday season coming to a close, our class will be working to get 

back to our normal schedule. This means show and tell will be back! We will not 

be participating in bike day again this month, but hopefully the weather 

cooperates and we can resume bike days in February! 



 We are also planning our annual fieldtrip to Pennsylvania 

Farm Show this month. Please keep an eye out for more 

information which will be coming soon.  

 I would like to remind everyone to bring their child’s snow 

items in on days that it is needed. This includes a warm coat, 

hat, gloves, snow pants or a complete extra outfit to change into, a labeled 

bag for their wet items, and snow boots. Your child should also always have 

sneakers. The only time they should be wearing their boots is outside in the snow. 

  If your child would like to wear boots to school on non-snow days, please 

make sure that they also have sneakers. For safety reasons we request that the 

children wear sneakers inside, especially when playing in the gym. 

 This month’s star is Madalyn! Maddy’s favorite color is purple and she likes 

to eat chicken. Her favorite book is “Frozen” and she likes to sing “Twinkle Twinkle 

Little Star”. Her favorite activity is putting puzzles together. She would like to say 

“Hey” to her brother Owen! 

    Have a great month!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

 
MISS CATHY’S  
PRE-KINDERGARTEN 
      Happy new year from Prekindergarten! I hope that 

everyone had a wonderful and meaningful holiday 

season. And now, 2020! 

   Thank you for the lovely Christmas gifts! Your generosity 

and thoughtfulness are much appreciated. 

   Didn’t the children do a wonderful job in the Christmas play? All of our 

rehearsals, song practices, and running through lines certainly paid off.   After 

one of our rehearsals I asked the children if they were having fun; without 

hesitation they responded “YES!” It WAS fun! How wonderful for the children to 

share God’s word with their families and friends in such a meaningful 

way. 

   Our next Big Thing will be the PA Farm Show field trip in January. 

More information on this event will be forthcoming. 

   As we grow closer to kindergarten, we continue to work on 

self-help skills that promote confidence and self-reliance. 

Decision-making is one such skill. It is important for children to have 

opportunities to make decisions, when appropriate. For example, a child may 

be occasionally allowed to choose the restaurant for a family night out but 

should rotate that privilege with other family members.  Appropriate choices 

can be offered such as, “What fruit would you like in your lunchbox tomorrow, 

an apple or a banana?”  or “Would you rather wear your green shirt or the blue 

one?” Choices involving time are also important, such as “You have twenty 



minutes until bedtime. Would you rather do a puzzle or color?” Making decisions 

is a PA Learning Standard for Early Childhood.  

   Please remember that sneakers are always the best footwear for school. If your 

child is wearing boots due to inclement weather be sure to bring along their 

sneakers to change into. Your attention to this matter is appreciated. 

   Enjoy your January! Have fun outside building a family snowman (or a family of 

snowpeople!) or staying cozy indoors with cocoa and a good book. 

                                                                                          Until next time, Miss Cathy   

 
MISS KELLY’S AFTER-

KINDERGARTEN 
    

 Happy New Year! Has the holiday season been as 

crazy for you as it has been for me! We should be slowly 

getting make into a routine again now that our days are getting back to 

normal.  We will starting our list of 100 words to read before first grade this month. 

There are six groups of words we’ll be practicing and we usually practice each 

for about a month.  Below you’ll find group one.  Please, feel free to practice 

these at home as well. 

 

a girl little 

an goes she 

as has the 

at he to 

boy is was 

by it  

I thought I would also post this little reminder again: 

You can also help at home by practicing with your child, and employing some 

of these strategies: 

 

1) Let your child see you reading! Have magazines and books in your 

home.  

2) Help your child find appropriate word & reading games on the 

computer.   

3) Read mysteries with your child and try to figure out the clues together. 

4) Movie version coming out?  Read the book together first, then talk 

about which you each liked better. 

5) Set aside a time and place for your child to read. 

6) Visit your public library regularly. 

   



7) Encourage your child to write – letters, thank you notes, emails, 

journals, lists, stories. 

8) Ask your child questions about what he or she is reading. 

9) Ask your child to draw a comic strip about what happens in the story.  

 

 

  I look forward to seeing what this new year will bring us! 


